THE ROLE OF SERVICE-LEARNING 
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M any schook use sen ice- 
learning OP Uieir campus 
to enhance iheir class- 
room content "'Service- 
learning is a teaching and learning 
strategy' that integrates meaningful com- 
munity sen'lce with instructiaii and re- 
flection to enrich the leainhng experiencej 
teach civic responsibihiy and sircTigilien 
communities/^ notes the Learn and Ser\t‘ 
Clear! nghousLv It is not votunteenng* It 
is an application of academic standards 
to ilie pioject that ntakes it more than 
just a volunteer evt^m. '"Sendee- learning 
provides stmetured time for thoughtful 
planning of the sendee project and guided 


reflection by participants on the service 
experience/’ 

Programs 

Thei*e ai*e se\eral projects that can be 
implememed on tlie high school campus 
diat can promote service-learning. The 
Ibibwing t\vo. Empty Bowls and The 
Solar Project j were implemented at Ray- 
mond S. Kellis High SchooU Glendale^ 
Arbona* 

Empty Bowls 

Empty Bowls is a nationwide program 
dcN’clojK^d to feed the hungry in coinniu- 
nitics. llie Empty Bowls concept was cre- 


ated by an ariist/teacher in 191^0, “From 
its humble beginnings as a meal for the 
stair of one high school^ Empty Bowls 
has spix’ad across the United States and 
beyoiKl and has raised tens of millions of 
dollat^ for ami-hunger organizations/’ 
notes Empty Bowls' WVb site. Raymond 
S. Kellis took part in this program during 
both lunches on March 12 th. Teachers 
purchased lunch tor SU) that day al the 
Cultnar)^ Cafe, Lunch included pasta, sal- 
ad and iced tea as well as the selection of 
a bowl created by our students* (Teachers 
could choose a student-produced ceramic 
bovvl, a wooden bowl or a bread bowk) 

Til is cross-curricular project included 
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ilic ceramics, woods, cuHnar\> accouiit- 
in^t and markeiin^^ studciiB will) cacli 
classroom working toward ilicir own slate 
standards. For example, the market ing 
siudems covered their e\'eiu plamiing. 
leadership and inanageinent studies and 
unli/ed their projt^t mamigeineui tech- 
nk|ues. Tlie accouiuing siudeius tracked 
all the monies and costs on a spread- 
sheet. Tile culinary stiidenis cooked attd 
planned for the crowds at their restaurant; 
they also hosted and worked on customer 
service iechnk|ues. 'I'he ceramics students 
learneil liow to make bowls, and the 
woodworking class learned how to uirn 
bowls with die machines in their shop. 

All the siudems were able to rdlect upon 
llu'ir j>art in the event and how their \wrk 
made a diiVcreiice in the community. 

The Solar Project 
Thv AUideiu store at Raymonds. Kellis 
has undei'goiie some upgrades this year 
and ill the process has added more ap- 
]>liances. Unlbriunately, the electrical 
load blew the circuits in the building 
The marketing students sought advice 
on how to clianges on ihe loads by 

asking the building trades classes to do an 
electrical assessment of their needs, I'hus 
was boni an oilier scr%'tcc- learn ing project 
€11 the campus. The building trades class 
decided that tlw' installatkm ol solar 
panels would lx-' j^Tleri for tlx' store, a 
great learning opj;jori unity, and a good 
thing to do for the eiivironmeiu by going 
green. Ttiis proji^rt w-ould reejuire some 
funding, ihough, EiUera parinersliip 
with Green Clubs of America. The dub 
applied for a gram on the seboofs behalf, 
and vs-as awarded S1!>,0C0 from the Earth 
Day Network Ibr the project. 'Hie stud<riits 
then wx^rked with Gn^en Fuel, a local 


company, to learn lio\e to Install the solar 
panels. Students and Giwn Fuel will be 
making a difference by CDliahoraiing on 
this solar project. 

I'he Solar Project will iioiv have a 
eulininatinge\trm on I-kirth Day, April 
22iid; the marketing students are working 
on their public relations and sponsor- 
ship sales state standards as they plan the 
event. The Greci^ Fair will be held on 
the campus of the school with paixmts. 
teachers and business pirtners working 
to educate the communiiy about alier- 
nati^^■ eiici gy. The niaiii e\etit will be 
the ''flipping of the switch"' lor the solar 
jianeis that w'ill jmwer I he student store 
appliances. The event will indude dubs 
atid vendors educating die [jublic about 
hoxv to energy^ and be more enviroii- 
rneiitally friendly. In addition to learning 
the curnculum in this hands-on xvay, tlie 
students will liav^e an opportunity to re- 
flect on how tlieir eveni has helped make 
the community hetier 

Proetke 

.All great projects start with lindingout 
the needs of your school and your com- 
munity to figure out if y ou can work 
your curriculum into the solution. Read 
the pajXT for leads, or come up with an 
idea and seek out partners. The biggest 
challenge is (or the teacher to be a greal 
task iiianagcT. Tliert^ has to be a clear 
understanding of the full sco|h* of the 
job and liow it \vill align to your state' 
standards, 4 hen. the tcadicr will need to 
use a calendar to jilaii out the deadlines 
fbi- students, with some wiggle room built 
in for delays that will occur. Once the 
work gets going the siudeuits, teachers and 
business partners will form a bond that 
will enhance the classroom learning. Tlie 


Impact to Schools onii Communities 

'Fheri' are many benefits to the schools 
an<l coTtinumities ihmi sendee -learning 
projf^cis. I’he two projects lisied here 
sviJI rabe money for the hungry- in tlie 
cominuiiiiy and will reduce ibe eco- 
logical Ibotprim of the sehoo], 'Fbere are 
a dd i t iona 1 Icri riling ou t co ii le s frmi i t he 
CorporatkHi of National and Community 
.Service, it notes lliai service-leai iiliig: 

• Promotes learning lb rough active 
partieipHtiun in ser%' ice experiences. 

• Provides stmetun'd lime for students 
to reflect by- thinking, discussing 
and/or writing alxnit t heir service 
(*x]jerienc<'. 

• Pi'oi.ndes an opport unity' for students 
to UM^ skills and knowledge in real-life 
si 111 at ions. 

• Ivxteixis learning beyond the class- 
room and into the community. 

• Fosters a seuse of caring Ibr others. 

Vou should try a small project first and 
then build on dun success. Once you get 
going, you will find out Ikuv dy namic and 
nieaiiingful your classroom call be! D 
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[nr«feMed in e^bring this, 
topic furthefS Discuss it with 
yovr collecigMes on the ACTE forums of 

www.adeor^inejorg/bfvui.asptx. 
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